
Dear friends,

Are leaves falling? Is there a nip in the air? Or are you
embracing spring? Wherever you are in the world we
pray this letter finds you well. For us in Gulu, it's warm
sunny days and thunderstorms at night. Wherever you
are, and whatever season we are in, it's a new and
uncertain season for all of us as we work out our
rhythms and we are thinking of you all.Thanks to those
prayed for our August holiday, it was wonderful to enjoy
some off Uganda's stunning natural beauty especially
with no signal for a few days! Bliss.

Uganda is just starting on its first wave of Covid-19, but
with very little testing, making it hard to know the real
scale of the situation. We personally know of several
people who have almost certainly been positive, few of
whom have been recorded within official numbers.
Despite numbers increasing, almost everything is in the
process of reopening, including churches, which can
meet with up to 70 people. Children are not allowed, so,
for now, we won't be attending as a family. Making wise
decisions about how our new Covid lifestyle should look
is difficult, for example do we meet as house church?
Should Joe continue to run sports sessions? Limiting
numbers and exposure can feel meaningless when
funerals will routinely be upward of 1,000 people and,
culturally, opting out is not an option.

Schools are still closed, although those in their finals 
exam years will be returning this month. It has been an 
incredibly hard year for the 15 million school children and 
students who have not been in school, the vast majority 
of whom will have not had any formal learning during 
that time. There is much confusion over how the logistics 
of it all will work and when the other children, not taking 
exams, will be able to return. Even when schools do 
open, there is predicted to be a huge number of children, 
particularly girls, who will not return. Many teachers are 
also not returning, having had to find alternative income 
since March.

With the ongoing uncertainty, we have made the decision 
to long-term home-school Connie and Reuben. Reu 
would have started Reception in September, and Connie 
dressed him up for this first official day, (see pic)!It has 
been a difficult decision and it's taking some adjustment, 
not just seeing this as 'getting through' whilst we wait for 
schools to open, but actually this is now their education, 
even when schools do eventually open. Gulu 
Globetrotters have been running 'learning groups' doing 
some of the extra-curricular activities for a few hours a 
week, for which we are grateful, and this has provided a 
much needed change of scenery. Globetrotters are still in 
need of teachers for the new year, so please keep that 
on your prayer list!

Lois is doing the majority of the home teaching which 
has meant cutting back on other areas and activities in 
which she has been involved, including writing for radio. 
Please pray that she would be able to balance her work 
and ministry responsibilities with those of home 
schooling. Also pray for patience and health for 
everyone. Lois is certainly having times of feeling 
overwhelmed and fatigued.
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After the good start to the reopening of Faith Over Fear
Speech and Language Therapy, it has been a difficult
month or so for Isaac who tragically lost his brother to
cancer. Please keep Isaac in your prayers.

Covid has affected so many things, some overtly and
some things more subtlety. One of its victims has been a
significant project that Joe had been working on for over
15 months and about which, we had been hoping to tell
you more about. As one road closes though, others can
open, and so we pray that God would show us the new
direction He wants to take the work in light of the new
realities we are living with. This project would have had
significant benefits for the agricultural livelihoods work,
and the new phrase of income generation. We are
praying for wisdom, direction and open doors as Joe,
Genesis and Annet explore new avenues to continue
growing this ministry.

We are very aware of the fortunate position we are in,
being able to live a largely outdoor life and with sunshine
almost every day of the year. This allows a greater level
of freedom than many of you are experiencing. You
remain in our thoughts and prayers as winter months
approach and socialising is difficult. We know many of
you are struggling to be distanced from your families for
so long, it is certainly something we can strongly identify
with. Eleanor turned two last month and we haven't seen
many friends and family since we were back for her birth
in 2018. And, in fact, two of her Godparents have never
even met her! She has plenty to say and is now having
whole conversations, so at least Grandparents can talk
to her over video calls and we are hoping they will get
hugs before too long.

Thank you all for your continued support and for reading
this far. We have been even worse than usual at keeping
up with the wonderful letters and emails and post, and
for that we are very sorry. Thank you to all who have
been in touch, it is always so encouraging.

Every blessing

Joe, Lois, Connie, Reuben and Eleanor

xxxxx
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